
LaVonne Partain Baggett
April 20, 1939 - February 19, 2015

PLEASE NOTE VISITATION HAS BEEN CHANGED TO 1:00 - 2:00 P.M. &
SERVICE TIME HAS BEEN CHANGED TO 2:00 P.M. FRIDAY DUE TO
WEATHER. 

 

LaVonne Partain Baggett 
 

Born the middle child of Stanley and Ottie Partain of Haleyville on April 20,
1939, LaVonne often admitted to looking out the school window and thinking
about running through the cool grass with no shoes on, rather than giving her
full attention to her studies. This whimsical, fun nature would end up being
one of her most enduring traits throughout her beautiful life. 

 

As a young girl LaVonne’s least favorite subject was Math but she excelled at
chorus and playing the piano. As a way to alleviate her shyness, LaVonne
joined the Haleyville High School band as a color guard, easily recognizable
with her beautiful red hair, light skin and striking blue eyes. 

 

After graduating from high school, she worked as a Secretary at Haleyville
First Baptist Church, greeting visitors with her warm smile and good nature. It
was here that she met William S. “Bill” Baggett, whom she would fall in love
with and then marry in the same church. 

 



After having 3 children, LaVonne and Bill briefly lived in Coffeeville, MS but
soon moved to Rockbridge County, Virginia in the early 70s. It was there that
they lived for over 20 years while Bill worked for the U.S. Forest Service.
During these early years, Lavonne worked as a homemaker, but later went to
work for the Virginia Department of Health as the WIC clerk in Lexington, VA.
Surrounded by the Blue Ridge Mountains and living near the historic Natural
Bridge, the family often visited the beautiful parkway for picnics, short hikes
and, when in season, the blooming of the rhododendron and mountain laurel. 

 

In addition to being a wonderful, supportive mother to her three children,
LaVonne became known for her many talents. Taught by her own Mother, she
was a seamstress who never met a piece of fabric or clothing she did not try
to hem, customize or repair. Her green thumb allowed her to have bountiful
gardens each year while in Virginia, and she germinated and grew thousands
of African violets over the years, often giving them away to her many friends
when the window sills in her house became full. She rarely met a sickly plant
that she did not take home with her. Giving and supporting life, whether it be a
plant or a fellow person, either healthy or sick, was truly one of LaVonne’s
greatest gifts. 

 

She and her husband spent many hours devoted to their children by serving
as girl/cub scout leaders, RA/GA leaders at church, Band Boosters officers, 4-
H leaders, and Sunday school teachers. It is safe to say that they never
missed a performance, contest, or game that involved one of their children. 

 

LaVonne knew her way around the kitchen, making an estimated 55,000+
homemade biscuits for her family throughout her years. She also baked and
decorated elaborate, delicious cakes and sweet treats as a small side
business for several years in Haleyville later in life. 

 

She loved to tell stories from her childhood and her children’s childhood which



could often bring tears of both sadness and laughter to the eyes of those who
listened, in the same sitting. 

 

LaVonne never met a stranger during her life and travels. All it took for her
was a contagious smile on her part towards anyone — in an elevator, store
check-out line or rest stop — and just after a few minutes of talking it would
seem as if they’d known each other for many years. Spreading her love,
laughter and good nature was just one more way she blessed those she
touched while here on Earth. 

 

In addition to her rarely meeting a stranger, LaVonne could bend or lend an
ear depending on the situation. Her children’s friends would often come by to
visit her after school for a piece of cake and a talk, even if her children were
not at home. 

 

After her husband left to be with the Lord in 1999, LaVonne took on new travel
adventures by flying for her first time. Since then, she flew to the Cayman
Islands twice, along with two trips to Maui. LaVonne also enjoyed a cruise to
Alaska and the Caribbean with her daughter’s Mother-in-law Rosa, whom she
was very close to and two trips to Las Vegas with her sister, son and Mother.
She also flew numerous times back and forth to Northern Virginia to visit her
family, while living in Alabama. 

 

With the sadness that accompanied the passing of Bill, much happiness soon
filled her heart with the birth of her fist grandchild, Carolyn, in 2002, born to
Krista and her husband Ryan. That little blessing immediately ruled LaVonne’s
heart with her often referring to her as “her little angel.” A few years later
LaVonne’s son Stephen and his wife Judy blessed LaVonne with another
grandchild, Slater, in 2006, and then Evan, in 2012. As with most
grandparents, the love she had for her 3 grandchildren was immense and



never-ending. Just being in the room with them LaVonne would quickly revert
back to being a child herself, playing with them and filling the room with
laughter, hugs, smiles and silly games. 

 

LaVonne believed that laughter was the true medicine that kept herself
healthy and vibrant, and her family believed this as they witnessed it first hand
with her beautiful smile and endless hours of laughter. Family members would
often find her in the kitchen dancing to her favorite songs from years gone by,
like “Blueberry Hill”, “Rock Around The Clock”, “Islands In The Stream” and
“Volcano” (by Jimmy Buffett). 

 

On February 4th, LaVonne had a serious fall that resulted in brain trauma after
recently moving to Richmond, VA. After two weeks of battling for her life she
passed over peacefully with her 3 children by her side on February 19th,
2015. She was a self-professed, life-long teenager at heart whose beautiful
soul and comforting good nature will truly be missed by all those who knew
her. The legacy and life lessons that both her and her husband gave to their
children and grandchildren will continue to live on. 

 

Preceding her in death were her parents, Stanley and Ottie Partain, brother
Ken Partain and husband Bill Baggett. She is survived by daughter Krista and
husband Ryan, granddaughter Carolyn, son Stephen and wife Judy,
grandsons Slater and Evan, son Mark, and sister, Sara McJunkin. 

 

Facts about LaVonne: 
• Favorite quote was “ I am too blessed to be depressed.” 
• Favorite colors: Purple, blue and green 
• Favorite TV shows: Family Feud (with Steve Harvey), Dancing with the
Stars, the Carol Burnett Show and I Love Lucy. 
• Grandchildren’s nickname for her: “Doe-Dee” 
• Favorite team: Auburn Tigers (alma-mater of husband) 



• Favorite season of the year: Spring 
• Favorite food: Chicken fingers 

 

Funeral services are scheduled for Friday, Feb. 27th at 2:00 P.M. at Pinkard
Funeral home in Haleyville with visitation from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m... Burial will be
in Winston Memorial Cemetery. The family requests donations to be made to
the American Cancer Society in the name of LaVonne Baggett, in lieu of
flowers.



Cemetery Details

Winston Memorial Cemetery

96 Co. Rd. 36
Haleyville, AL 35565

Previous Events

Visitation

FEB 27. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Pinkard Funeral Home - Haleyville
1308 21st Street Hwy. 195 P.O. 592
Haleyville, AL 35565
(205) 486-7662
pinkardfh67@centurytel.net
http://www.pinkardfh.com

Funeral Service

FEB 27. 2:00 PM (CT)

Pinkard Funeral Home - Haleyville
1308 21st Street Hwy. 195 P.O. 592
Haleyville, AL 35565
(205) 486-7662
pinkardfh67@centurytel.net
http://www.pinkardfh.com

mailto:pinkardfh67@centurytel.net
http://www.pinkardfh.com/
mailto:pinkardfh67@centurytel.net
http://www.pinkardfh.com/


Tribute Wall

Pinkard Funeral Home - February 26, 2015 at 05:34 PM

Pinkard Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of
LaVonne Partain Baggett

Tiffany Harlan - February 23, 2015 at 08:51 PM

Tiffany Harlan lit a candle in memory of
LaVonne Partain Baggett

Mark Baggett - February 23, 2015 at 08:08 PM

13 files added to the album New Album Name
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Mark Baggett - February 23, 2015 at 08:07 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Libby Knight - February 23, 2015 at 07:26 PM

Such a sweet lady . Prayers for your family . 
 
 
Libby Knight

Grady & Maryanna Foster - February 23, 2015 at 05:23 PM

Dear Sara, Mark, Krista, Stephen & Family,
 We are so sorry for your loss, Vonne was for

sure and certain a most lovely person.
 Never got to meet her but the one time, at our

Thanksgiving luncheon while she and Mark
were visiting Sara!!! We talked and laughed like we had known each
other for years. What a fun day that was!!!

 You are all in our thoughts and prayers. Praying God give you
peace and comfort in the days and weeks ahead.

 In HIS Love & Grace,
 Grady & Maryanna Foster

 Jasper, Alabama
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Johnnie Veal - February 21, 2015 at 01:28 AM

Johnnie Veal lit a candle in memory of
LaVonne Partain Baggett

Pam Morgan - February 21, 2015 at 01:22 AM

Pam Morgan lit a candle in memory of
LaVonne Partain Baggett

PM
Pam Morgan - February 21, 2015 at 01:25 AM

Heaven gained a special angel! Prayers for all her family and friends!
God Bless you all!

JJ

Janice Jackson - February 23, 2015 at 10:13 PM

She was always Von to me. When I was a teenager she was our
church secretary.....and mother confessor. I loved going to the church
office after school to help with any project she might have going. She
always wanted to hear about our day at school and was always a
listening ear for all those troubling teenage problems. She remained
my friend during the years and when we both became members of
FB.....well, we talked and liked and commented on each others lives.
She was so very excited to finally be getting to make her move to
Virginia. She has so many things planned to do with her grandchildren.
I am just so very sorry she missed those wonderful plans she had
made. She was precious. Janice Jackson, Haleyville, Alabama.



KP

Kellon Hilton Phillips-Bates - February 26, 2015 at 09:19 AM

LaVonne was always a friend to me and everyone else in our class at
school. You have been blessed to have her as I was to know her!!
Love, Kellon Hilton Phillips-Bates


